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When you're a poor kid at a poor school, you worry a lot about how
you look all the time, how much money you're spending on clothes
and all that. I had problems, man. I wore high waters. And my shoes?
Forget about it. I had fake sneakers—you know, the kind your mother
finds in those big wire bins.
“Hey, John, here’s one
1 like! Go find the one
that matches!”
“I found it, Ma, but it's only
a three and a half”
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Leguizamo has become a successful comedian
.~ and actor. He has been nominated for two Tony
~ Awards for work in theater. He won an Emmy
rd in 1999 for work in television.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/185Ry-vmt1NXmq6uDrIF1OcWzY2aZO8m5/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/185Ry-vmt1NXmq6uDrIF1OcWzY2aZO8m5/view

the nerds. not cool

nough to be with the real cool guys—1I figured
my only value was to be funny. 1 enjoyed people enjoying me
Anyway. one day during my junior year

hallway. making

I was walking down the
jokes as usual, when Mr. Zufa, my math teacher

pulled me aside. 1 got collared by the teachers all the time, so I didn’{

“Listen.” he says,

think much about it. Mr. Zufa looked at me and started talking
instead of wasting all that energy in class—why don’t you rechannel
yvour hostility and humor into something productiv

ive? B Have you
ever thought about being a comedian?”

Click Here to
I didn’'t talk back to Mr. Zufa like I usually would have. I was quiet

1 probably said something like, “Yeah, cool, man,” but for the rest of
the day, I couldn't get what he said out of my head.

It started to hit me, like, “Wow, I'm going to be a loser all my life.”

didn’t want to be a loser. | wanted to be somebody.
= moment Mr. Zufa collared
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gbyyftOnkMQgGTe-xr3_Tzc6gjlAfSAS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gbyyftOnkMQgGTe-xr3_Tzc6gjlAfSAS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gbyyftOnkMQgGTe-xr3_Tzc6gjlAfSAS/view

[ got an agent and wound up as a guest villain on Miami Vice. That
started my career.

I've run into Mr. Zufa a bunch of times since high school and
told him how his advice turned my life around. And I'm not just

saying that. Here's a guy who was able to look beneath all the stuff

- Ipulledin class and find some kind of merit in it, something worth

pursuing. How cool is that? <
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ceTMPSKO9j6ZUH9ehZ_erdtP1QrB_ert/view

Flipgrid Response

| would like students to go to the flipgrid link and record a response about
“The Right Words at the Right Time”
|
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Click Here to Record Response



https://flipgrid.com/98c0370b

